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A GLOBAL CAMPAIGN 
FOR GIRLS’ EDUCATION.

EDUCATION IN ETHIOPIA
Ethiopia has one of the lowest primary school enrollment rates and one of the highest 
illiteracy rates in the world. Child marriage, poverty and gender discrimination 
account for poor school attendance among girls, who are also more likely than boys 
to have to leave school to work.

Distance to school is one of the most common reasons for non-attendance. Parents 
in Ethiopia worry that the long walk from rural homes to school is too dangerous and, 
rather than risk molestation or abduction, many girls are kept home where they do 
domestic chores or care for siblings.

Uneducated girls are more likely to be married younger, and married girls are rarely 
allowed to continue their education. In Ethiopia, 72% of girls with no education have 
been married, compared to 22% of girls with nine or more years of education.

ETHIOPIA

CHALLENGES FOR GIRLS
Although early marriage was outlawed in Ethiopia in 2005 
(the legal age for marriage is now 18), girls living in rural 
villages marry earlier than girls in urban areas, sometimes as 
young as 10. 

Early childbearing is the leading cause of death for girls 
15-19 in Ethiopia. 49% of girls in all of Ethiopia are married 
by age 18, but in the Amhara region, for example, 74% are 
married by age 18 and 50% of girls are married before their 
15th birthday.

81% of Ethiopian women believe a husband is justified in 
beating his wife for reasons like neglecting the children, 
going out without telling him or burning the food.

CAPITAL CITY ADDIS ABABA | POPULATION 93.9 MILLION

GOVERNMENT CONSTITUTIONAL MONARCHY 

/MULTI PARTY DEMOCRACY

GROSS DOMESTIC PRODUCT $41.89 BILLION 

GDP PER CAPITA $1,400

LIVING ON LESS THAN $1.25 PER DAY 29.2%

RELIGION ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN 43.5%  |  MUSLIM 33.9%  |  PROTESTANT 18.6% LANGUAGES OROMIGNA 33.8%  |  AMHARIC (OFFICIAL) 29.3%  |  SOMALIGNA 6.2%  |  TIGRIGNA 5.9%

LI
TE

RA
C

Y

35.1% 50.3%

EDUCATION IN CAMBODIA
Among the reasons for that gender discrepancy are that families consider a boy’s 
education to be more economically rewarding, a belief that over-educating a girl 
might be a handicap to marriage prospects, and fear that a girl might be abducted 
or harmed while commuting to school. Nationally half of all Cambodian girls work – 
typically in the family field or in the home – instead of going to school.

Today, while 80% of Cambodian children attend primary school, just 32% continue on 
to secondary school. Only 2% of villages have a secondary school, and just 1% in 
four secondary school students are girls. 

CAMBODIA

RELIGION BUDDHIST 96.4%  |  MUSLIM 2.1%  LANGUAGES KHMER (OFFICIAL) 95% | FRENCH  |  ENGLISH  |  VIETNAMESE

CHALLENGES FOR GIRLS
Gender-based violence is rampant throughout Cambodia. 
Girls as young as age 10 are forced to work as sex slaves, 
domestic servants, or beggars. Cambodia has been 
labeled by various international organizations as a key 
transit and destination point in the global commercial sex 
trade. Domestic violence is widely tolerated by both men 
and women, especially by husbands against wives.

46% of Cambodian women believe that wife-beating is 
justified under certain circumstances. More than 25% of 
women who have been subjected to sexual or physical 
domestic violence do not think they have been abused.

CAPITAL CITY PHNOM PENH | POPULATION 15.2 MILLION

GOVERNMENT CONSTITUTIONAL MONARCHY

GROSS DOMESTIC PRODUCT $14.3 BILLION 

GDP PER CAPITA $2,400

LIVING ON LESS THAN $1.25 PER DAY 20%

UNEMPLOYMENT RATE 0%

[ although there is practically no unemployment, 
80% of cambodians work in the informal sector, 
where wages are unregulated and very low. ]
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EDUCATION IN HAITI
In less than a minute, the 2010 earthquake damaged or destroyed nearly 4,000 
schools and killed hundreds of teachers. Today, many children are still out of school, 
but the problems of education in Haiti existed long before the earthquake hit. 

The country has no government- funded public education system. Instead, students 
rely on a network of private schools, which are too expensive for many children to 
attend. 

The cost is not the only concern – there are simply not enough schools in the country 
to support Haiti’s youth (50% of the population is under 18). Only about half of Haitian 
children will have a chance to attend primary school; only one-fifth go to secondary 
school.

HAITI

CHALLENGES FOR GIRLS
Girls and women in Haiti face serious risks of gender-based 
violence and human trafficking. It is difficult to find statistics 
for rape cases in Haiti, not only because so few rapes are 
reported, but because those that are reported often go 
unprosecuted due to disorganization within the police and 
judicial system.

It wasn’t until 2005 that rape was legally considered a crime 
in Haiti. Since the earthquake, the UN has estimated that 
50% of women living in the shantytowns and refugee camps 
in Haiti have been sexually assaulted.

CAPITAL CITY PORT-AU-PRINCE | POPULATION 9.9 MILLION

GOVERNMENT REPUBLIC

GROSS DOMESTIC PRODUCT $7.9 BILLION 

GDP PER CAPITA $1,300

LIVING ON LESS THAN $1.25 PER DAY 80%

UNEMPLOYMENT RATE 40.6%

RELIGION ROMAN CATHOLIC 80%  |  BAPTIST 10%   |  PENTECOSTAL 4% LANGUAGES FRENCH  |  CREOLE

LI
TE

RA
C

Y
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DISASTERS/DISPLACEMENT & GIRLS’ EDUCATION

Poor communities are the most vulnerable to the effects of natural disasters. Shelter is often fragile, economies 
are tenuous, and there are few resources available to rebuild when homes and businesses are destroyed. 
Girls often suffer disproportionately in the aftermath of a natural disaster, forced to make sacrifices and take on 
greater responsibility. When food is scarce, women and girls are often the first to forfeit their meals so that the men, 
boys and youngest children can eat. Refugee camps are often scary places for girls. There is little to no security 
and usually no electricity to light the way at night, making a girl an easier target for assault, even when she simply 
wants to use the bathroom after dark.

143.9 MILLION PEOPLE 
IN 125 COUNTRIES 
WERE NEWLY DISPLACED 
BY RAPID-ONSET DISASTERS 
BETWEEN 2008 AND 2012.

GIRLS ARE MORE LIKELY THAN BOYS TO BE PULLED 
OUT OF SCHOOL FOLLOWING A NATURAL DISASTER... 

AND LESS LIKELY TO RETURN.

EDUCATION IN NEPAL
Primary education is free – when you can get to it. Many areas of the country don’t 
have a single school. Where schools do exist, classrooms are overcrowded and 
under-resourced, lacking necessities such as furniture, books, and teaching materials.

Nepalese girls have even less access to education than boys, and only 38% attend 
secondary school. Because of the work demands at home, children who are in 
school are often temporarily pulled out – as many as 75% at one time or another, girls 
more often than boys. 

The lack of sanitary facilities presents another barrier to education for girls, causing 
many to drop out in adolescence. Only 36% of public schools in Nepal have a 
separate toilet for girls, a particular challenge for girls in puberty. The resulting 
illiteracy rate underscores these conditions: 52% of women are illiterate, as compared 
to 27% for men.

NEPAL

CHALLENGES FOR GIRLS
Some families in parts of Nepal feel forced by extreme 
poverty to sell their daughters into a form of domestic 
slavery. Kamlari often means the end of a girl’s education 
and the beginning of a harsh life of abuse and mistreatment. 

In rural western Nepal, many girls and women are sent to live 
in sheds, stables or caves while menstruating. This forced 
isolation, called chaupadi, is an ingrained cultural and Hindu 
religious tradition that holds that a menstruating woman is 
impure and must be kept apart until she is clean once again. 

Arguably the greatest danger that girls in Nepal face is 
trafficking. UNICEF reports that as many as 7,000 women and 
girls are trafficked out of Nepal to India every year, and 
around 200,000 are now working in Indian brothels.

CAPITAL CITY KATHMANDU | POPULATION 30.4 MILLION

GOVERNMENT REPUBLIC [ PM AND PRESIDENT ]

GROSS DOMESTIC PRODUCT $19.4 BILLION 

GDP PER CAPITA $1,300

LIVING ON LESS THAN $1.25 PER DAY 25.2%

UNEMPLOYMENT RATE 46%

RELIGION HINDU 80.6%  |   BUDDHIST 10.7%   |   MUSLIM 4.2% LANGUAGES NEPALI [OFFICIAL] 47.8%   |   MAITHALI 12.1%   |  BHOJPUI 7.4%   |   OTHER 12.5% 

SUMA
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TRAFFICKING/FORCED LABOR & GIRLS’ EDUCATION
Human trafficking is defined as the recruitment, transport, transfer, harboring or 
receipt of a person by such means as threat or use of force or other forms of 
coercion, of abduction, or fraud or deception for the purpose of exploitation.

Some are lured by the promise of high-paying jobs, others by a fresh start in a 
another country. They are told they will be waitresses or perhaps house-cleaners. 
Instead they are forced into prostitution, pornography, modern day slavery. They 
are easy targets, and they are tricked.

Almost 21 million 
people are trapped 
in jobs into which they 
were coerced or 
deceived and which 
they cannot leave. 
59% ARE WOMEN.
17% MORE ARE GIRLS.[       ]

$32 BILLION
Global estimated revenue
produced by trafficked 

forced laborers each year.

Almost 27% of all trafficking victims are children. 
And of every three child trafficking victims, two are girls.

CHILDRENGIRLS

EDUCATION IN INDIA
An estimated eight million school-age children – mostly girls – are not in school. Many 
families don’t see the need to educate girls, whose main roles will be housekeeping 
and child rearing, and keep daughters home to take on domestic responsibilities at 
an early age.

There are too few teachers in India (especially women) and approximately 17% of 
villages don’t have primary schools. Schools in many rural areas have little access to 
clean water or sanitation, placing burdens on girls entering puberty and causing 
them to be more frequently absent or to drop out of school altogether.

At the same time, higher education in India has experienced enormous growth since 
Indian independence in 1947. Then, there were 20 universities and 500 colleges; in 
2010, there were 493 universities and 31,324 colleges. Women’s enrollment in higher 
education has grown tremendously, from less than 10% of enrolled students in 1947 to 
41.6% in 2010.

INDIA

CHALLENGES FOR GIRLS
The UN recently declared India the most dangerous place 
to be born a girl. Violence takes many forms – infanticide, 
domestic violence, rape, honor killing, human tracking and 
sexual slavery. 67% of Indian women married as girls report 
abuse by their husbands. In 2012, there were 8,233 dowry 
deaths (the setting aflame of a Hindu woman whose 
husband’s family considers her dowry inadequate). That’s 
22 per day.

UNICEF estimates 28 million Indian children aged five to 14 
work.  The groundbreaking Right to Free and Compulsory 
Education Act may change that. Passed in 2009, it states 
that all children between the ages of six and 14 have the 
right to a free quality education, and employers risk fines 
and jail time for employing underage workers.

CAPITAL CITY NEW DELHI | POPULATION 1.2 BILLION

GOVERNMENT FEDERAL REPUBLIC

GROSS DOMESTIC PRODUCT $1.9 TRILLION 

GDP PER CAPITA $3,900

LIVING ON LESS THAN $1.25 PER DAY 29.8%

UNEMPLOYMENT RATE 8.5%

RELIGION HINDU 80.5%  |  MUSLIM 13.4%   |  CHRISTIAN 2.3% LANGUAGES HINDI 41%   |   BENGALI 8.1%   |  TELUGU 7.2%   |   MARATHI 7%   |   TAMIL 5.9%   |   URDU 5%  

RUKSANA
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47.8% 73.4%

EDUCATION IN PERU
Peru has free and compulsory education and posts impressive figures, with 94% of 
both girls and boys enrolled in primary school and 77% of both girls and boys in 
secondary school. 

But vast discrepancies exist in achievement between indigenous communities and 
the majority of Spanish-speaking students. Indigenous peoples in Peru generally 
reside in rural areas, where poverty and harsh conditions make access to quality 
education problematic and where schools have fewer resources, less access to 
basic services, and teachers who have less training.

Primary education is free – when you can get to it. Many areas of the country don’t 
have a single school. Where schools do exist, classrooms are overcrowded and 
under-resourced, lacking necessities such as furniture, books, and teaching materials.

PERU

CHALLENGES FOR GIRLS
Attitudes towards women and girls are shaped by a 
pervasive culture of “machismo.” This traditional belief in 
the superiority of men over women contributes to the 
continued oppression of Peruvian women. 

49% of women in Lima and 61% in Cusco report physical 
violence by a partner at some time in their lives. About one 
in every five women in both cities reports being sexually 
abused as a child. 

Insensitivity on the part of law enforcement toward female 
victims contributes to a societal attitude of permissiveness 
toward abuse. Experts believe rape and domestic abuse 
cases often go unreported due to a fear of retribution, 
including further violence and stigma.

CAPITAL CITY LIMA | POPULATION 29.8 MILLION

GOVERNMENT CONSTITUTIONAL REPUBLIC

GROSS DOMESTIC PRODUCT $200.3 BILLION 

GDP PER CAPITA $10,900

LIVING ON LESS THAN $1.25 PER DAY 31.3%

UNEMPLOYMENT RATE 6.8%

RELIGION ROMAN CATHOLIC 81.3%  |   EVANGELICAL 12.5%  LANGUAGES SPANISH [ OFFICIAL ] 84.1%   |   QUECHUA [ OFFICIAL ] 13%   |  AYMARA 1.7%  
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89.4% 96.4%

EDUCATION IN SIERRA LEONE
Education was one of the primary casualties of war. Schools were destroyed by the 
thousands and children were victimized in terrible ways: orphaned, abused, left 
homeless, forced to become soldiers, and made to serve soldiers. 

After the war ended in 2001, more than 60% of children were still out of school. But as 
other sectors of Sierra Leone’s society have improved, so has the country’s education 
system, with a recent surge in student enrollment. As of 2011, enrollment at the 
primary school level had reached 77% for both boys and girls. Severe teacher 
shortages, classroom overcrowding, poor classroom conditions and lack of learning 
materials still pose major challenges to quality education.

SIERRA LEONE

CHALLENGES FOR GIRLS
Though Sierra Leone is in a period of reconstruction both 
economically and socially, traditional gender roles are 
resistant to change. Nearly 90% of females aged 15-49 are 
estimated to have undergone female genital mutilation.

While there is an active campaign against these practices, 
there are still no laws in Sierra Leone prohibiting FGM. About 
two-thirds of girls are reported to have experienced at least 
one or more forms of sexual violence and about 18% have 
experienced rape. 

Although the rate of early marriage has significantly 
declined, girls continue to be married off as children: 48% of 
girls marry before age 18, and 10% marry before age 15. 

CAPITAL CITY FREETOWN | POPULATION 5.6 MILLION

GOVERNMENT CONSTITUTIONAL DEMOCRACY

GROSS DOMESTIC PRODUCT $3.8 BILLION 

GDP PER CAPITA $1,400

LIVING ON LESS THAN $1.25 PER DAY 70.4%

RELIGION MUSLIM 60%  |   INDIGENOUS BELIEFS 30%    |   CHRISTIANS 10%  LANGUAGES ENGLISH [ OFFICIAL ]   |   MENDE   |   TEMNE   |   KRIO  
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24.4% 46.9%

EDUCATION IN AFGHANISTAN
At present, only 32% of boys and 13% of girls complete primary school, but 
Afghanistan is in the midst of massive change. 

After years of exclusion, girls are permitted to go to school again,and today makeup 
roughly 36% of students in the country. Although the numbers are encouraging, 
school conditions are often poor and nearly half a million girls who are enrolled in 
school do not regularly attend. Serious barriers to education remain, including the 
high cost of schooling, limited resources (including supplies, books, desks and school 
buildings themselves).

After the age of 13, female students must be taught by women, but just 30% of 
teachers are female and the vast majority work in and around urban areas, with 
more than one third based in the capital, Kabul. In contrast, in Khost province on the 
border with Pakistan, just 3% of teachers are female. In neighboring Paktika, this drops 
to 1%.54 An additional challenge is the persistent conflict within the country. 
The gains made by women and girls in the last decade hang in the balance amidst 
unrelenting struggles for control.

AFGHANISTAN

RELIGION SUNNI MUSLIM 80% | SHIA MUSLIM 19% | OTHER 1%  LANGUAGES AFGHAN PERSIAN OR DARI 50% | PASHTO 35% | TURKIC LANGUAGES 11% | OTHER 4%

CHALLENGES FOR GIRLS
Since the overthrow of Taliban rule in 2001, there have been 
major improvements in the rights of women and girls in 
Afghanistan, but the country is still one of the most 
challenging places in the world to be born a girl. Girls face 
constant threats of early and forced marriage, domestic 
violence, and health risks of early pregnancy and childbirth.

Girls have been attacked, poisoned, maimed with acid and 
killed simply for attempting to go to school.

It is estimated that at least 600 women and girls are 
imprisoned for “moral crimes” such as flight from marriage, 
domestic violence, or sex outside of marriage even when 
it’s rape or forced prostitution.

CAPITAL CITY KABUL | POPULATION 31.1 MILLION

GOVERNMENT ISLAMIC REPUBLIC

GROSS DOMESTIC PRODUCT $19.85 BILLION

GDP PER CAPITA $1,100

LIVING ON LESS THAN $1.25 PER DAY 36% 

UNEMPLOYMENT RATE 35%
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12.6% 43.1%

FORCED MARRIAGES & GIRLS’ EDUCATION

IN THE DEVELOPING WORLD, 7.3 MILLION 
GIRLS UNDER 18 GIVE BIRTH EVERY YEAR.

2 MILLION ARE UNDER THE AGE OF 14.

Despite the fact that many nations have laws setting 18 as the legal age for marriage, this centuries-old tradition 
stubbornly persists. Early marriage is often meant to protect girls, providing a financial stability that many families don’t 
have and can’t offer their daughters. Once a girl is wed, her education almost always comes to an end. Her value is 
now in her service to her husband, to the home and in bearing children. 

Girls with no education are three times more likely than those with a secondary or higher education to marry or enter 
into union before age 18. But when girls go to school for at least eight years they are less likely to be married as children 
and they stay healthier, have fewer and healthier children, and earn more income for their families.

14 MILLION GIRLS 
UNDER 18 ARE MARRIED 

EVERY YEAR. THAT’S 
38,000  A DAY.

CHILDBIRTH IS THE 
NUMBER ONE CAUSE 
OF DEATH FOR YOUNG 
WOMEN AGE 15 TO 19 
IN THE DEVELOPING 
WORLD.

2 MILLION
<14 YEARS OLD

7.3 MILLION
<18 YEARS OLD

A GLOBAL LOOK AT

EDUCATION IN EGYPT
Egypt has the most robust education system in the region, with 95.4% of school-aged 
children enrolled in primary school. 96% of boys are enrolled in primary school, with 
girls lagging only slightly at 94.7%, although rural Upper Egypt shows a greater gender 
gap, with up to 11% fewer girls in school. And nearly three million children between 
the ages of six and 18 have never enrolled in or have dropped out of school. Most of 
these are poor children in remote rural communities who often must work to help 
support their families.

The problems facing the Egyptian education system are less about parity and more 
about quality. In a 2013 report, Egypt was ranked last out of 148 countries surveyed 
for the quality of primary education. Cited as key issues were poorly trained 
teachers, classroom overcrowding and lack of school materials.

EGYPT

RELIGION MUSLIM [ PRIMARILY SUNNI ] 90%  |  CHRISTIAN 10%  LANGUAGES ARABIC [ OFFICIAL ]

YASMIN

CHALLENGES FOR GIRLS
Egypt has been considered relatively progressive in its 
region with regard to women, but Egyptian society remains 
deeply entrenched in customs of patriarchy, including 
genital mutilation and early marriage. 

More than 90% of girls in Egypt are still subjected to female 
genital mutilation, though this rate has been declining. 

16% of Egypt’s adolescent girls are married and young 
brides are much more likely to experience abuse at the 
hands of their husbands than those who marry later.

CAPITAL CITY CAIRO | POPULATION 85.3 MILLION

GOVERNMENT REPUBLIC

GROSS DOMESTIC PRODUCT $255 BILLION 

GDP PER CAPITA $6,700

LIVING ON LESS THAN $1.25 PER DAY 20%

UNEMPLOYMENT RATE 3.5%
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63.5% 80.3%

GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE & GIRLS’ EDUCATION

Every year an estimated 150 million girls are victims of sexual violence. 
50% of all sexual assaults are perpetrated on girls under the age of 15.

Women and girls too frequently live in a world where violence and abuse is routine. 
Girls and women fall prey to domestic violence, sexual assault and abuse, sexual 
exploitation, trafficking, incest, harmful practices such as female genital mutilation, 
cutting, as well as so-called honor killings, femicide and murder by intimate partners. 
In many countries, like Haiti, reliable statistics are elusive. Of the fraction of rapes 
and other abuses that are reported, many go unprosecuted.

One women in three 
experiences physical 
and/or sexual violence 
in her lifetime.

OVER 600 MILLION 
women live in countries 

where domestic violence 
is not considered a crime.

38% OF MURDERS 
OF WOMEN
 are committed by 
intimate partners.

In 2012, there were 
8,233 DOWRY DEATHS 
in India. That’s almost 

one every hour.

A GLOBAL LOOK AT

A GLOBAL LOOK AT

A GLOBAL LOOK AT

POVERTY & GIRLS’ EDUCATION

1.4 BILLION PEOPLE
AROUND THE WORLD LIVE ON $1.25 A DAY. 
THE GREAT MAJORITY OF THEM ARE WOMEN.

EVERY 3.6 SECONDS 
SOMEONE DIES OF 

STARVATION. USUALLY 
IT IS A CHILD UNDER 

THE AGE OF 5.

IN THE DEVELOPING WORLD, 
GIRLS ARE TWICE AS LIKELY 
TO DIE FROM MALNUTRITION 
AS BOYS.

Living in poverty is the underlying reason many girls are not in school. It exacerbates risk factors for 
girls and magnifies their vulnerability. A long walk to school means a girl faces the risk of assault or 
abduction each day and schools in poor, rural communities are often far from home. 

Poor families within those societies struggle to pay school fees and supplies. When poor parents must 
choose which children to educate, it is usually their sons.

A GLOBAL LOOK AT

GIRL RISING IS A GLOBAL CAMPAIGN FOR GIRLS’ EDUCATION. 
We use the power of storytelling to share the simple truth that educating girls can 

transform societies. Girl Rising unites girls, women, boys and men who believe every girl 

has the right to go to school and the right to reach her full potential. 

OUR MISSION IS TO CHANGE THE WAY THE WORLD VALUES THE GIRL.

THESE ARE OUR RALLYING CRIES. 
Share her story to spread awareness about the importance of educating girls. Invest in her 
by raising funds and volunteering to support organizations that empower girls. Stand with 
her to inspire global leaders to act on behalf of girls.

JOIN THE GIRL RISING MOVEMENT to help motivate global leaders to take action. Girl 

Rising works to identify how policy-shapers can support and protect girls. We’ll keep 

you informed about legislation you can support, actions you can take in your own 

neighborhood and other ways you can stand with girls everywhere.

SUPPORT THE GIRL DECLARATION, a call-to-action by Nike’s The Girl Effect to put girls 

at the heart of the post-2015 development agenda.

ADVOCATE FOR CHANGE. Join our partner Girl Up/ United Nations Foundation and 

petition your members of Congress to co-sponsor The Girls Count Act of 2014.

VISIT GIRLRISING.COM FOR MORE INFORMATION, 
AND BE SURE TO WATCH THE DOCUMENTARY TO LEARN MORE 
ABOUT THESE BRAVE, EMPOWERED GIRLS AND THEIR STORIES.
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